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Scholarly Communication 
- what do we mean?
Scope of the term is wider than "scholarly publishing" and 
covers the authoring, publishing (in a broad sense), and 
reading of information produced by members of the 
academic community for teaching or research. "Information" 
in this context may be in a variety of formats. 
(CURL/SCONUL definition)
Stakeholders usually defined simply as
Authors + Publishers + Librarians + Readers 
Other stakeholders not usually included in the debate 
This needs to change
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Definition
 Scholarly Communication encompasses everything that 
researchers, teachers and learners need in order to be effective –
and this makes Open Access dissemination important
 New definition
 The authoring, publishing, dissemination, and reading of 
information produced for teaching, learning or research in  
whatever format, 
 with the tools, measures and systems needed to provide 
access to and store these materials in perpetuity
 It is an inclusive definition – of both partners and processes
UCL LIBRARY SERVICES
UCL LIBRARY SERVICES
Brussels meeting
 Scholarly Communication – New Definition
 Brussels meeting 15-16 February 2007
 New Developments – Gap Survey
 New topics – Overview of some Workshop Themes
 Advocacy and Content
 New Services - Overlay Journals
 New Tools - Digital Curation
 Conclusion
UCL LIBRARY SERVICES
What was the significance of the meeting?
Major statement of interest by the European Commission
 Presentations available at http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-
society/page_en.cfm?id=3459
 EU did not mandate deposit of all materials into Open 
Access sources across Europe
 Perhaps Conference was first public occasion when Open 
Access was accepted as a serious model for publishing 
and dissemination alongside commercial models
 If true, then this may turn out to be historically significant…
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Research Information Network (UK) – 
Gap Survey of our understanding of 
journal publishing
 Analysis of data on scholarly journals publishing
 Published under the auspices of the Research Information Network
 http://www.rin.ac.uk/data-scholarly-journals
 Research undertaken by EPS Ltd
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5 specimen counts from UK repositories
Repository   1 821 records
Repository   2 2521 records
Repository   3 512 records
Repository   4 93 records
Repository   5 69 records
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What does this tell us?
 In terms of RoI (Return on Investment)
Well over £17 million of public money has been spent on the UK 
repository system at a national level
 Is the Return on Investment terrible…
 Has advocacy been a failure…?
What other statistics can we use?
 Better results come from usage
 Particularly for institutional content
Research theses particularly important
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RIOJA 
 RIOJA – funded by JISC Capital Programme (April 2006)
 Repository Interface for Overlaid Journal Archives
 Academic-led project
 Illustrates the use of the RIOJA tool to facilitate the overlay of peer 
review onto repository content
 Importance is that is shows how repositories can add 
value?
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And…
 RIOJA  
 Will explore social and economic aspects of building certification onto 
repositories in support of the creation of overlay journals
 Carry out a survey of researchers from the field of Astrophysics and 
Cosmology
 Aim to deliver a continuation plan for the demonstrator journal, founded on 
a cost-recovery business model tested on the Astrophysics and 
Cosmology community
 RIOJA futures?
 Project is talking to Arts and Humanities community about another 
exemplar
 Economics of publishing is especially important in these areas
 RIOJA may be a cost-effective model here
UCL LIBRARY SERVICES
New Services – Overlay Journals
 Scholarly Communication – New Definition
 Brussels meeting 15-16 February 2007
 New Developments – Gap Survey
 New topics – Overview of some Workshop Themes
 Advocacy and Content
 New Services - Overlay Journals
 New Tools - Digital Curation
 Conclusion
UCL LIBRARY SERVICES
LIFE – Digital Curation 
 LIFE project is a collaboration between UCL Library Services and the 
British Library, funded by the JISC
 LIFE 1 has developed a Generic Preservation Model for costing digital 
curation at an item level
 Fits into formula for identifying whole lifecycle costs over time at 
http://eprints.ucl.ac.uk/archive/00001854/01/LifeProjMaster.pdf
Preservation =
Technology watch + Preservation frequency * Overall preservation action
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Suggested actual costs – 
Web Archiving Case Study
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LIFE Phase 2
 LIFE 2 has been funded by the JISC
 Firming up the economic modelling in partnership with Swedish 
School of Economics and Business Administration
Will work up more Case Studies to test the models
 Including Open Access repositories
 Result will establish benchmarks for local digital curation 
services in a University or National Library
 Creation of a local digital curation service an objective of UCL’s 
Library Strategy at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/Library/libstrat.shtml
 It is irresponsible to create or store digital objects and not to curate 
them digitally
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Conclusion
 Many facets of the Open Access debate have been discussed at OAI5
 Advocacy may prosper if we concentrate on impact and visibility 
 There are gaps in the knowledge base which hamper our ability to
assess the impact and importance of new dissemination models
 Are value-added services the key to securing academic support?
 Digital Curation will ensure the long-term preservation of digital assets 
in repositories, and the costs are becoming clearer
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And finally…
 Evaluation Form will 
be available on the 
website after the 
Workshop
 It is your Workshop, 
so tell us what you 
think
 Future Workshops 
will be planned 
around your 
comments
